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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


In the preceding Numbers in which we 
treated of the Christian Religion, there has 
been no sublimity of reasoning calculated to 
deceive, no affectation of language to seduce, 
there has been no scope given to imagina- 
tion, no flights of fancy, no system artfully 
arranged, no conjectures given as new dis- 
coveries. The intention has been through- 
out, that art, which is always to be suspect- 
ed, should be laid aside for common sense, 
which every man understands. Facts only, 
supported by proofs, and circumstances laid 
down in their proper series, and from which 
the natural consequences impartially deduc- 
ed, have been submitted to the consideration 
of the candid enquirer. These facts are 
great and illustrious, and at the same time, 
the most authentic and incontestable of all 
facts: they form an uninterrupted, traditional 
chain, which is prolonged, from the first 
origin of the world down to the present time. 

heir connexion is so intimate and necessa- 
ry, that one cannot subsist without the other, 
and all tend to the same point. In all these 
facts, God is the only, the principal actor; it 
is he who always acts, either by himself, or 
by men whom he has authorized, and who 
have from him received their mission. The 
principal result of all these facts united is, 
that the Christian Religion is not only the 
work of God, but that to which all his other 
Works refer, as the most important. 

In the early part of our remarks we saw, 
that God had promised to our first parents, 
a Saviour, or Messiah, who would derive his 








origin from them, and who would deliver 
man from the thraldom of Satan; that some 
centuries after the deluge, when the first tra- 
ditions were nearly lost amongst mankind, 
God made choice of Abraham and his pos- 
terity, in order to perpetuate the faith of the 
Messiah; that he promised this patriarch that 
the Messiah would be of his descendants; 
that he renewed the same promise to Isaac 
and to Jacob. 

Jacob, at the hour of his death, announc- 
ed, that the Messiah would come when the 
tribe of Judah should lose the sovereign au- 
thority. After the death of Jacob, the Jew- 
ish people form a settlement in Egypt, and 
are there persecuted by the kings of the 
country. God raises up Moses, in order to 
deliver them from the slavery in which they 
groaned. This great man proves his mission 
by a multitude of prodigies which astonish 
the Jews and Egyptians. The latter, in their 
terror, consent to the departure of the for- 


mer, who leave Egypt under the conduct of| 


Moses. He leads them into frightful deserts, 
where God supports them for the space of 
forty years, by manna, which he daily causes 
to fall from heaven. He announces to them 
that in the lapse of time God would send 
them a prophet, who, like himself, would be 
a legislator, but of a law more excellent, and 





of these prophecies, particularly that of Da- 
niel. This celebrated prophecy, together 
with that of Jacob when dying, compared, 
point out clearly that the time of the Mes- 
siah’s appearing would necessarily be that 
of Herod, an Idumean prince, reigning over 
Judea. The Jews and the neighboring peo- 
ple had no doubt about this expected event, 
ahd all these regions impatiently awaited his 
coming. 

It was precisely at that time that Jesus 
Christ was born at Bethlehem, a town of 
Judea, of a virgin descended from the blood 
of David, in conformity with the prophecies. 

Jesus Christ was incontestably the great- 
est and most holy man that ever appeared on 
earth: consequently was the most worthy of 
the choice of God, to fill the august ministry 
of the Messiah. This choice could not with 
consistency have fallen on any other; Jesus 
Christ then must have been the Messiah: he 
moreover, united in his person all the charac- 
ters of the Messiah, foretold by the prophets, 
and he was the only one in whom they were 
united. All that they had announced re- 
specting his birth and temporal condition, his 
doctrine and miracles—respecting his sanc- 
tity, death, and resurrection, his preaching 
the gospel, and the final establishment of his 
church, all this is verified in Jesus Christ, in 





orders them to hear and obey him in every 


a manner the most literal and wonderful.— 


thing.—It is of the Messiah he speaks.— | He must then be incontestably admitted as 
Lastly, he gives this people, on the part of|the Messiah; and if he be such, all nations 


God, a religious worship, in all the ceremo- 
nies whereof the Messiah is typified. 

The Jewish people being established in 
Palestine, God providentially sends them 
prophets, who renew their faith and hopes of 
the Messiah. The nearer the time of his 
approach, the more the prophets are mullti- 





should receive him as their teacher, legisla- 
tor, and Saviour. In a word, if he be the 
Messiah, the religion which he promulgated 
to the world, which is the christian religion, 
must be divine. 

We have also seen that Jesus Christ man- 
ifested in his own person, a wisdom and a 


plied, and the more clear and circumstantial | sanctity worthy of the Gad-Man; and have 
are their predictions: they speak of him, and thence concluded, that if it were the will of 
of all that relates to him, as if they had seen; God to have become man, Jesus Christ must 
him; so that it may be truly said, that his} have been the God-Man: that is, he must 
history, was known many centuries before his | have done it in the person of Jesus‘ Christ. 


appearance. 


We have afterwards given an outline of 


e have mentioned the most remarkable the plan of the legislation, or morality of Je- 
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sus‘Christ; we have shewn that this plan is|by the apostles, of converting the world from 
a master-piece of wisdom; that to have con-|idolatry to christianity; Was thé tiost grand 
ceived it, it was necessary to have possessed | enterprize ever undertaken by man; that they 
the most consummate and profound know- —- nothing in themselves that could 
ledge of the character of man, of what he|h 
owes to God, himself, and to his neighbour, 
&c.; that this morality being such as we have 
described it, it could have been the work of 
God only; whence we have concluded that 
its author must have been the God-Man, or 
at least a man inspired with the spirit of God. 
Having proved that nothing could be found 


obscure, without knowledge, credit, elo+ 
quence, or consideration; that in the exeen- 
tion of their design, they had all humaw ob- 
stacles to gurmount—kings and their people 
were leagued against them and their succes- 





Jesus Christ, but what would most eminently | christianity; that the means théy used: for 
qualify him to be the God-Man, we have more |the propagation of the gospel, should, ac- 
particularly insisted on the proofs that he was|cording to human probability, become the 
actually such. With this view, we have | 
shewn that the miracles performed by him in 
effected by no other means than the omnipo- | their death, the christians formed an immense 
tence of God; that he performed them in the | society; that during three hundred. years— 
capacity of the Godhead, and in order to at- | the period of the persecutions, they continu- 
test that he was God. /ed to increase; and that then the Ronian em- 

We have laid particular emphaSis on the! perors, convinced by the force of truth, re- 


grand miracle of the resurrection effected| ceived baptism, and by this last victory, Je~ 


by himself, and which the whole world must | sus Christ became Master of the world. 


fave promised any hope of success in such 
an enterprize; they were poor, humble, and 


sors, and duting three entire centuries, op- 
in either the personal character, or morality of| posed with all their might the progress of 


cause of their failure; that, notwithstanding, 
they converted to the faith a multitude- of] 
the presence of all Judea, could have been|Jews and idolators, so that at the time of 


confess to be decisive, as a proof of his di- 
vinity, 

The certainty of his having arisen from the 
dead the third day after his crucifixion,we have 
considered to be so incontrovertible a fact, 
that in order to deny, or call it in question, a 
man must reject all the first principles of the 
certainty of facts, and renounce all claims to 
the consistency of common sense. 


Afterwards we have shewn, that from the 
apostles down to our own times, the christian 


of heresies, schisms, and scandals of every 
predominant society of christians: in a word, 


a church which has preserved the sacred de- 
posit of revelation, such as it has been re- 





Jesus Christ is then the God-Man, sent by 


ceived from God, and which can always 


religion has remained unchanged in its dog- 
mas, in its morality and worship; that in spite 


kind, there has always been a principal and 


God to man, in order to fill, with respect to | claim the glory of being that spouse of Jesus 
him, the august functions of teacher, legisla-| Christ spoken of by St. Paul, in whom there 
for, and mediutur. Man then should believe | cannot be discovered either spot, or blemisl, 
all the mysteries that he has revealed, andj nor any thing that can render her anworthy 
submit to all the precepts which he has deli- | of the attachment and love of her divime 
vered to him. When God has vouchsafed to | spouse. 
speak, who shall have the daring to contra-| We have next proved that this religiom has 
dict him? when he has commanded, who is it | effected in the world the most astonishing re- 
that shall have the rashness to pretend that | volution—that of having changed the ideas 
he is not obliged to obey? and sentiments of mankind; that it has been 
It is in vain, that our silly philosophists | for all nations that have received it, a source 
assume the right of opposing the truth of the | of inestimable blessings; and that its estab- 
christian religion, on the score of its myste-| lishment may be considered as a new creation 
ries. We have proved that these mysteries | of the human race. 
include no demonstrable contradiction; that; We have seen lastly, that this extraordina- 
they are incomprehensible to human reason |ry revolution is the work of one man, born 
only; that their incomprehensibility should | in abjectness, and who died on the cross: and 
not be, for man, a sufficient reason, or even a/that this man, who is Jesus Christ, is also 





plausible pretext to call them in doubt; that | become, by the disgrace of this death, the} 


a religion, which proposes to man, mysteries | 
which he must believe, is more worthy of| 
God, than a religion which does not, because 
it renders more submission and honor to the 
Supreme Being—because the very incom- 
prehensibility of its mysteries, gives the chris- 
tian religion a character of divinity which it 
would not else possess. We have proved, 
in fine, that these mysteries are the founda- 
tion of a system of theology, so august, so 
sublime, that it is evident it could not be of 
human invention, as having no relation to the 
ideas which are congenial to the mind of 
man, neither to those that are conveyed 
through the medium of the senses, nor to those 
that ‘are seen to take place in the world, ac- | 
cording to the common laws of nature: God 
then must have been the author of this ad- 
mirable plan. The mysteries on which this 
plan is founded, are so many divine truths; 
for God cannot build on chimeras. 

We have also seen that the design formed 





King and the God of the whole universe. 
It is manifest, that the facts, the estab- 


lishment, the preservation of the christian | 


religion, and the revolution it has effected in 
the world, cannot be attributed to the policy 
of princes,.and much less to chance, because 
it is absolutely impossible that during the 
course of so many centuries, chance should 
continue to act so systematically, and in con- 
formity with the same principles, vary its 
operations, and direct the operation of its 
power, so as in all circumstances to surmount 
the obstacles which were opposed to its pur- 
suit. Hence we are warranted to conclude, 
that the establishment and preservation of 
this religion, and the revolution it has effect- 
ed amongst mankind, is the work, or rather 
the master-piece of the omnipotence, and of 
of the infinite wisdom of God. 

As to the facts which we have presented 
to the reader, from the most interesting part 
of the history of the human race. They 


‘took: place in the face of all nations, and are: 
consigned to future generations, by the most 
authentic and respectable monuments. The 
mote they are examined, the more incontes- 
table they shall be found; the more closely 
they are compared, the more intimate shal 
appear their cotmexion, thiat they all tend to 
the same object, and’ all determine to the 
isame end. The more we meditate on these 
facts, the result must always be, the strong- 
est evidence that the chtistian religion is of 
divine institution. To deny this would bs a 
dereliction of honesty, as well as a denial of 
ali historical certitade; a denial of all that 
has been attested atr® held sacred by our 
forefathers, as well as by owr cotemporaries, 
To deny them would be to precipitate out- 
selves into the gulph of universal pyrrhonism® 
with respect to matters of fact, to become 
| atheists, and consecrate mam alone as the di- 
vinity that has created the world, and shalf 
continue to govern it to the end of time. 

Whilst it was consistent with the majesty’ 
and wisdom of God to oblige man, on his, 
word alone to give implicit faith to dogmas 
| which surpass his reason, it was at the same 
time consistent with his justice to convince 
him, that it was he that revealed these dog- 
mas—the greater the obscurity of these dog- 
mas, the more strongly is revelation demon- 
strated. If God has the more strongly im- 
pressed the belief of these facts on the mind 
of man, it is because he himself has reveal- 
ed the mysteries of christianity, and that he 
is its author and founder. This mode of 
conviction was the plainest, the most simple, 
the most decisive, and at the same time, the 
most proportioned to the general standard of 
the human mind. Strong facts will always 
make the deepest and most indelible impres- 
sions; and when these facts are striking, pub- 
lic, and brilliant, and attended with corres- 
ponding consequences, they can never fall 
ito oblivion, and must ever be an infallible 
lesson of instruction to mankind. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 








Latitudinarianism Investigated. 


But how happens it that Latitudinarianism 
should so generally prevail among Protes- 
tants?'—Because, as none of the numerous 
sects among them could exhibit a stronger 
claim to the title of the One, Holy, Catholic 
Church, mentioned in the Creed, than the 
rest, therefore was the broad basis of a La- 
titudinarian Church devised, to include the 
whole aggregate body of dissenting Chris- 
tians within its spacious sanctuary; but cap 
such a scheme of salvation be reconciled to 
the public professions of the faith of Protes- 
tants, or to the opinions of their most learn- 
ed divines, who unanimously maintain, that 
there is but One True Church of Christ up- 
on earth, out of whose communion there 1s 
no ordinary possibility of salvation? “ As 
we believe in one God,” says the Scotch 
Calvinist, ‘‘so we constantly believe that 
there hath been, now is, and to the end shall 
be, one Kirk; out of which Kirk, neither life 
nor eternal felicity is to be hoped for, or had; 
and therefore we utterly abhor the blasphe- 
my of those who assert, that men who live 
according to equity and justice shall be sav- 
ed, in whatever religion they may have lived. 
—(See the original Profession of the Kirk of 





Scotland, Article 16.) 
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Causabon, speaking of James I. for the 
Church of England, A. D. 1612, in his Ep. 
to Card. Peron, says: “ The King plainly be- 
lieves, without fallacy, or deceit, that there 
is but one true Church called Catholic, or 
Universal, out of which he holds, that no sal- 
vation is to be expected.” ‘The Netherland 
Protestants, in their Profession of Faith, A. 
D. 1561, afterwards approved by the Synod of 
Dort, asssert: ‘“* We believe and confess One 
Holy Catholic and Universal Church, which 
will continue till time shall be no more. This 
society and congregation is the society of 
those who are to be saved, and there is no 
salvation out of it.”” The learned Protes- 
tant Prelate, Dr. Pearson, Bishop of Ches- 
ter, commenting on the IXth Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed, says: “‘ The necessity of 
believing the Catholic Church appears in this, 
that Christ hath appointed it as the only way 
to eternal life: Christ never appointed two 
ways to Heaven, nor did he build a church 
to save some, and make another institution 
for other men’s salvation. There is no other 


sun in its meridian course on a placid sum- 
mer day. 





FROM THE CATHOLIC, 
ON REASON. 


The chief thing that distinguishes man 
from the brute, is his Reason; that ray of di- 
vine wisdom, which streams upon his mind; 
and, like the light of the sun, discovers the 
beautiful object, from which it proceeds.— | 
Thus by the light of Reason we discover 
God; and all his admirable, amiable, and 
dreadful attributes: his eternity, and conse- 
quently his immutability in nature and pur- 
poses: his omnipotence, and consequently his 
unity, freedom, and independence; as two, 
or more such beings, willing contraries, must 
impede each other, so as to render the omni- 
potence of each, quite null, and themselves 
amere non-entity: in fine, his infinite wis- 
dom, goodness, beauty, justice, and sanctity ; 
or, in one word, his infinite perfection. | 
| If in the next place, we. consider the rela- 





name under Heaven whereby we must be | tion which God has to his creatures, the light 
saved, but the name of Jesus; and that name | of Reason still shews us many consequences 
is not otherwise given, than in the Church. | necessarily flowing from his infinite perfec- 
As none was saved but such as were in the | tion, which it has already discovered to us. 
ark of Noah, so none will escape the eternal | As, for instance, that because God is infinite- 
wrath of God, which belong not to the true |ly good, just, and holy in himself, he must 
Church of God.” loye and reward what is good in his crea- 

From what has been said, it is evident that | tures; and hate and punish in them whatever 
the Latitudinarian has not only the Councils,|is bad. That, as infinitely just, he cannot 
Fathers, and most eminent Doctors of the! punish in any way, or render unhappy in the 
Catholic Church to contend with, but even smallest degree his creatures, unless by some 
the most illustrious among Protestants: nay, | fault which they might have committed, 











so congenial has the doctrine of the unity of|they deserve the chastisement. That he 
religion appeared with the relative intercourse | does however punish his creatures, the ma- 
which should subsist between man and his|ny miseries, to which we see them all sub- 
Creator, that some of the most enlightened | jected from their very nativity, and even in 
geniuses of paganism, by the mere intuitive | their mother’s womb, most evidently prove. 


light of reason, have borne such testimony in 
its favour, as to almost persuade us that they 
had it by inspiration. The illustrious Ro- 
man orator and philosopher, Cicero, in his 
hook of De Republica, says: ‘“‘ That a 
time would come when there would not be dif- 
ferent laws in Rome and in Athens; but that 
amongst all nations, and at all times, there 
would be but one same eternal and immuta- 
ble Law—one common Master and Emperor 
over all, who would be God himself, the In- 
ventor, Teacher, and Introducer of this law; 


That therefore we have all of us some how, | 
or other offended him. But as we could not | 
in person have offended him before coming | 


fore God for the good he bestows, deserves 
our most grateful homage of thanks: for 
the good he may vouchsafe to bestow, our 
earnest supplications, as atestimony of our 
entire dependance upon him; and for the 
guilt we may have contracted, our utmost en- 
deavors to appease his wrath and regain his 
favor; all which effectually constitute the 
essentials of religious worship: the absolute 
necessity of which Reason alone demon- 
strates. 

Had man been a solitary creature, or a 
purely spiritual being, like an angel, no .ex- 
ternal mode of religious worship might have 
been necessary. Only the internal worship 
of the mind might have been required. But 
in his compound state, as a being consisting 
of a body and a soul, Reason shews that he 
is bound to worship God with his whole be- 
ing, with his body as well as with his soul; 
which he could not do, without external acts, 
without jesture and voice; nor indeed is it 
natural for him to feel strongly in any way, 
without appearing outwardly affected. Be- 
sides, as a member of his own society, he is 
bound to shew good example, and edify all 
around him; which can be done only by ex- 


|ternal expression; hence Reason also shews 


the necessity of external modes of religious 
worship. 

The modes of worship adopted at first by 
man, must have been proper and ration- 
al; as his notions of the Deity were just and 
true; but misled by his passions, and blinded 
by ignorance, we all know what absurd opin- 
ions concerning the Deity, and consequently 
what ridiculous, and even execrable forms of 
worship he at length adopted. Who then 
but he who made him at first so good and 
perfect, could raise him up from his fallen 
and degraded state? Could remove his night 
of error, and shew him once more in all its 
original beauty and splendour, the light of 
truth? Who, but the Deity, could inform 


into the world, that we must have offended| him of the wonderful’ and inconceivable 
him in our progenitors, in whom we certain- | means he had resolved upon to reconcile his 
ly did exist, and in whese crime we must | justice, calling aloud for punishment, with 
certainly have partaken, as we do in their|his mercy imploring pardon in our behalf? 
nature. That our progenitors who have of-|Who, but he in person could have brought 
fended, and in whom we have all offended, | us in so simple and plain a manner, that in- 
were free not to have offended; otherwise as | fants may fully comprehend it, a doctrine so 
infinitely just, God could not punish them, as | perfect and sublime, that the greatest philo- 
he does, for having done what they could not |sophers, the most learned of the ancients, 





and that he who obeyed him not, should fly | help having done. That still from his for- 
from himself as a despiser of his own nature: | bearance with his guilty creatures, whom he 
the remorse naturally arising from his wilful) punishes but in part, without casting them off 
disobedience, being in itself a severe chas-| ultimately and without resource, nay on whom 
tisement, though he were to escape all other he heaps numberless favors in the midst of 
punishment.” ‘the chastisement he inflicts, that, I say, he 

No, it is evident, that this universal law to | has still some views of mercy in their regard, 
which Cicero here alludes, can only be found | still some design of a future and perfect re- 
in the Gospel—the law of Christianity, at first conciliation with them. All this even a hea- | 
introduced into the world by the Divine Leg- ‘then may discover by the mere light of rea- 
islator, Jesus Christ himself, and after his as-| son, as indeed several, and in particular as 


cension into Heaven, propagated by his apos- 
tles, and their legitimate successors, through- 
out all nations; forming that One, Holy, Ca- 
tholic Church, which, according to his infalli- 
ble promises, shall continue.to subsist to the 
end of the world. But can this prediction 
of Cicero be applied to Latitudinarianism? 
Can an endless variety of contradictory sys- 
tems bear the remotest resemblance to one 
same eternal and immutable law?—No—as 
well might the indigested confusion of chao- 
tic matter, before the creation of the world, 
be compared to the resplendent beams of the 


Plato actually did; and therefore expressed 
a hope, that at some future period God would 
send the Just One to restore us to our origi- 
nal state of innocence, and consequently of 
happiness without any mixture of misery; 
which original state the pagans all acknow- 
ledged in their so much celebrated golden 





age. | 
eT he light of reason likewise shewed the | 
heathen philosophers the necessity of reli-| 
gious worship. For by it they clearly per-| 
ceived that all our good must be from God, | 
and all our evil fromourselves. That there-| 





could never come near it in their highest 
flights; and which he sums up to us in this 
simple command: thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God above all things; and thy neighbour (thy 
fellow creature, friend, or enemy) as thyself ? 

Reason therefore, in fine, shews us clear- 
ly the necessity of Revelation, which alone 
could make known to us the merciful designs. 
of God in regard to man, whom he punished, 
yet spared; and on whom therefore Reason 
pereeived his mercy would some day break 
So far was Reason of itself capable 
of conducting us in.our search after the eter- 
nal truth, that could direct us towards our 
last end; but no further, till guided itself by 
Revelation. 
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1c We have been obliged to omit the conclasion of 
the Article on ‘* Protestant Missions’ this week—We: 
expect to find room for it in our next Number. 
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Letters received this week from 

Messrs. James Lappin, (2) Pittsburgh, Pa.—Alex’r. 
S. Campbell, Bellows Falls, Vermont.—Lowell Smith, 
Sec. Theol. Sem. Auburn, N. Y.—Peter Walsh, 150, 
Front-street, N. Y.—John M. Mahon, St. Mary’s Sem. 
Barrens, Missouri—Ange Pienovi, Montreal.—*‘ A Bal- 
timorian,”’ 





The late horrors of the infidel faction in un- 
fortunate France, the strange anomaly that 
an irreligious and profligate minority should 
presume to dictate to, and lord it over an 
immense body of their respectable and reli- 
gious fellow citizens, who, in a numerical 
point of view, present an overwhelming su- 
periority, the profanation of a Temple of the 
living God and its perversion into a pandemo- 
nium, must awaken in the minds of the patrio- 
tic and religious, the tragic recollections of 
the parent Revolution, which, obliterated 
every vestige of Order, God and Nature from 
the hearts of the French infidels. Well in- 
deed may it be said that the French people 
have lost more by the late revolution than did 
Charles the Xth; for he lost only a crown 
with its cares, but they have lost not only a 
good Sovereign, but the constitutional gua- 
rantee of virtue and religion, without which, 
true happiness and freedom cannot exist.— 
How forcibly and aptly do the words of the 


the reflecting portion of the Christian family ? 
“Why have the Gentiles raged and the peo- 
ple devised vain things?” 
the earth” (Louis Philip, the Dutch King, 
&c.) “and the princes met together against 
the Lord and against his Christ;” and im- 
piously exclaimed, “‘ let us break their bonds 
asunder: and let us cast away their yoke from 
us.” Bur— He that dwelleth in heaven 
shall laugh at them: and the Lord shall de- 
ride them.”” How deplorable is the inconsis- 
tency of human nature! Will infidelity never 
profit by woful experience? Will the enemies 
of the Cross never learn wisdom?—While 
pursuing this melancholy train of thought, 
a communication of a respected friend was 
laid before us; and it affords us some satisfac- 
tion to reflect that while we were, probably,the 
first to express publicly, our abhorrence of the 
late transactions, which have disfigured the 
character of Political France, we are not 
singular in our views, of the present nefari- 
ous project of those antichristian conspirators 
to “ crush Christ” and his divine religion. 





FOR THE JESUIT. 
ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


Messrs. Epirors.—In reading the papers, 
we learn, that the cities and principal towns 
of our country, are enthusiastie, and exult- 
ing, at the late Revolution in France. As 
an American by birth, and a lover of my 
country, I am sorry to see such folly. These 
celebrations of the Revolution, perhaps, are 
premature; and after the rojoicings of our 


criminal expulsion. 





“The kings of| our own Free Country, every Judge upon 


with shamé into the house of mourning. For | tection. This Church was formerly the Pan- 
the great mass of the people of France, their |theon, dedicated to false and impure divini- 
standing army, with the assistance of some 'ties; but this noble and renowned King, took 
of the invincible allied powers, may, ere long, | it from the gods and the devil, and gave it to 
‘oust Philip the First; cut off five hundred the living God of the Universe. But the 
heads of the ring-leaders of the Revolution, Infidels of France, returned it to the devil 
who are guilty of bloodshed; and replace, and his associates. They brought the re- 
with honor, Charles the Tenth on his throne. mains, the dust, and the horrid bones of Vol- 
This throne, according to the established taire, Rousseau, &c., which had been thrown 
laws of that country, belongs to him, as much into some obscure place, and located them in 
as any of my property belongs to me; for in the most honourable situation of this grand 
my judgment, his alleged crime is not so Church! Such was the Infidelity of these 
‘great, as to deprive him of it. What then) Revolutionists ! The inscription is: Aur 
‘are his crimes; and what the cause of our, Grands Hommcs—La patrie reconnoissante; 
rejoicing? I think, that if our citizens would blotting out the words of dedicaion: Deo 
reflect a moment, their good sense would dic- | Omnipotenti. Thus, indeed, was their main 
tate to them, to delay at least, their exulta-| object accomplished, in giving a blow to the 
tion, until they see better things, than they Old and True Church of God. But if the 
have lately witnessed in France. Church receives a blow in one corner of the 
Who was it, that drove Charles from his world, she will gain in another. She is not 
throne? It was the minority of Deputies,)/a house of glass, to be shattered by mortal 
jand the mob of populous cities. Now, ac-|man; but is an institution, raised by the 
‘cording to the fair Constitutions of these all-supporting arm of Christ, upon a solid ba- 
|United States, this is an illegal act, and a sisofarock. Why did we not rejoice, and go 
Because, the majority in procession, on the emancipation of the 
|is to govern. No; they drive him from his Irish and English Catholics? They had been 
throne, because he changes the Charter.— | groaning under the yoke of persecution, sla- 
| and how often, since their infant existence,|very and tyranny, for centuries. Here in- 
‘have they changed the same Charter? OQ deed was an occasion of triumph and proces- 
Tempora! O Mores!! When the Divinity sion, not of the Infidel, but of the true and 
himself, King and Altar, are incessantly as- | liberal Christian. Truth and liberality were 
sailed; ought there not to be some restraint here prevaling; and despotism, and tyranny, 
on the press? If our Constitutions and the here checked. As an American and a Chris- 








| President, were constantly threatened by | tian, I shall never rejoice at those horrors of 


Royal Psalmist here recur to the minds of | some particular press; would not some law France, nor at those of Europe in general. 


_be enacted to restrain and punish it? For, 
| freedom of the aoe is not licentiousness of the 
press. nd 1 venture to say, that, even in 


A BALTIMORIAN; 





|The following valuable reflections are well worth 
an attentive perusal. 


the bench, is a censor of the press, when a From the United States Catholic Miscellany. 


man’s character is unjustly assailed, or injur- 
ed. No; but the French people want liber- FRANCE. 

ty. And alas! what liberty is there-now in| We have now, perhaps, seen sufficient of 
France, when the minority and mobs govern the late occurrences in this interesting coun 
all things; when innocent Clergymen are try, to enable us to form some idea of the 
hunted like hares; and faithful Ministers of character, and intentions of the principal ac- 
State, are obliged to fly to foreign countries, tors; and thus be led to surmises upon the 
to save their lives! This is liberty with a religious part of the great question, which 
vengeance! No; the French Revolution is appears to have been decided. The first 
nothing more than the triumph of Infidelity; view which we shall take will be of a few no- 
and yet, we Christian Americans rejoice in torious facts. 

it! That it is the triumph of Infidelity and; And first, whatever errors the late dynasty 
Deism, is pretty evident; because Infidels of France might have committed, as politi- 
and Deists head this Revolution, and are no- cians; it is very clear that they were practi- 
torious enemies to all Religion. One of the | cally religious, that they were favorable to 
first acts of these Liberals, was to declare, |the progress of‘religion; that they were gen- 
that the Catholic Religion should no longer jerous and munificent to the Church, out of 
be the Church of the State, and to persecute \their private means, and that so far as the 
it. They pillaged the Archbishop’s palace; charter and the laws warranted, they were in 
broke open Seminaries, and dispersed the their public stations, its friends and benefac- 
young Ecclesiastics; and placed at the head tors. The present king of the French is the 
of Colleges, Infidel professors. The num-/son of Philip Egalite, the Duke of Orleans, 
ber of Catholics is about 32 millions, and |and prince of infidels: the avowed enemy of 
that of Protestant, about a half of a million. ‘religion. One of the first acts of the present 
Out of the whole population, Catholic and king is the desecration of one of the finest 
Protestant, there is about one third Infidel, churches in Paris, for the purpose of paying 
or Deist; and here is that one third, perse- his homage to the ashes and statues of the 
cuting the Great Old Established Church, most notorious ribbald sophists, who abused 
pulling down Altars, hunting out Priests, and their talents for the destruction of religion 
destroying Churches. But this is not the,and of morality: for the ridicule of revealed 
worst; they must put up the statue of the God- | doctrines, and the ruin of the Christian 
dess of Liberty where the Crucifix stood; and | name, 

the Goddess Venus, where the statue of the B.| The change has been hailed as a glorious 
Virgin stood! Alas! this is not all, nor the | event, by all the Infidel publications of Eu- 
worst. They profaned the Chnrch of St.|rope and of America, and we have seen that 
Genevieve, which Lewis The Fourteenth had | other political papers have willingl copied 








citizens in the hall of pleasure, they may go 


consecrated to the true God, under her pro- | their effusions; the Protestant religious peri 
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THE JESUIT. &5 








odicals, with scarcely an exception, have 
reeted it in such raptures as they seldom in- 
dulge, save when they cherish the hope, with 
which they now appear to be filled, that the 
Roman Catholic Religion has received its 
death blow. Had the Protestants of France 
been at all persecuted, had they even been 
incommoded by the Bourbons, ‘during this 
last half century; had they suffered the thou- 
sandth part as much from that Catholic gov- 
ernment, as the Irish Catholics suffered from 
the Protestant government, which was against 
their will placed over them; or the tythe of 
what the Catholic Belgians endured from the 
Dutch Protestant king, whom the Holy Alli- 
ance gave.to them against their wishes; we 
should be amongst the first to congratulate 
those of France upon their emancipation; 
and to rejoice with them that the persecutor 
had been disabled. But such was not the 
fact. In France, every man was free to 
worship God as he pleased, or to omi! paying 
any worship, if such were his good pleasure. 
Every Christian Minister, who had a certain 
number of hearers in his flock, received a sa- 
lary from the government; the salary of the 
Protestant was larger than was that of the 
Catholic of the same rank, because of the 
probable claim of his larger family. The 
Seminaries of the Lutherans, and those of the 
Calvinists, were provided for equally, as were 
those of the Catholics: at court, in the cham- 
bers of Peers and of Deputies, in the army, 
in the navy, in the learned societies under 
the patronage of the crown, in the public offi- 
ces, in every department, at home and abroad, 
the French Protestant ranked by the side of 
the Catholic. The change has given to the 
Protestant, neither honor, nor emolument. 
Why then, do the Protestants exult? Be- 
cause there is, it is said, a wider field for 
their missionaries:—their tracts can be more 
freely diffused, their gospel more widely 
preached. No: in this respect they have 
gained nothing. Their opportunities are not 
enlarged, nor their means increased. The 
only fact which clearly exhibits itself, is that 
a dynasty, which was Catholic, has been 
swept away, and one, which is sprung from 
an infidel, and which desecrates Catholic 
churches, to honor infidelity, has been substi- 
tuted therefor. The Infidel and the Protestant 
are then, we presume, of opinion, that the 
change is a serious injury to the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. This is the cause of their 
joy! We do not now review the grounds up- 
on which the politician may be fairly gratiti- 
ed. That it will be for the present a serious 
inconvenience to our religion, we have not 
the slightest doubt. We are of the school of 
those whose opinion is against the union of 
Church and State:-—We think that upon a 
balance of the good and evil through a series 
of ages, the inevitable evil of such an union, 
far outweighs all the necessary and contin- 
gent good. We think that a full and impar- 
tial view of history would triumphantly sus- 
tain us on this ground: but we shall not now 
enter upon the exhibition of our proof. We 
also believe that such an union is unfavorable 
to civil liberty; upon this question, we differ 
from many good men whom we highly re- 
spect; neither do we now examine this point. 
Yet we do see, that the late dynasty of France 
has been of material service to the cause of 
eligion, and to the interests of the Church, 
and that their protection has been seriously 


beneficial: the present dynasty, whatever | exhibition of the counsels of the gospel, re- 
may be its future conduct, has commenced duced to practice? How many, whose stu- 
by a. most wanton and outrageous insult to all 'dious efforts are devoted wholly to the ser- 
Christians, but most cruelly given in a spe-| vice of God, and of their neighbor, who are 
cial manner to Catholics. A serious incon-| filled with zeal for the beauty of the house of 
venience must, however, arise to the Church|the Lord? The Mirabeaus, the Camuses, the 
from the absence of the protection of the| Coruttys, the Chabots, the Marats, the Ro- 
court; and to Religion, from the absence of| bespierres have not yet been.able to ef- 
its encouraging example. We believe, how- fect their detestable object. Taught by the 
ever, that not only can we assert, that our results of the wicked, the licentious folly ot 
church has received no death wound; but their predecessors, whose anti-Christian an- 
we are inclined to the opinion, that, if its se-| archy, caused the fair fame of republics to be 
paration from the state were perfect, our re- tarnished, and made liberty a by-word of re- 


ligion would not only rise from the blow which 
has been given, but would rise invigorated. 
Had the Catholic religion been sustained 
in France altogether, or chiefly, by the pow- 
er of the court, then, indeed, would the con- 


proach and of execration, the present leaders 
of the French revolution, will not, dare not, 
can not, destroy the Catholic Church, in 
France. It will subsist greatly inconveni- 
enced in the first instance, we believe, by the 


sequences of the revolution contain its de-|events of the revolution. Should the sepa- 
struction. But such is not the case. Our/ration be complete, the situation of the 
religion, is, as the new charter asserts, the | church will, we think, be ultimately improv- 
religion of the majority of the nation; it is, ed by the change: but if though nominally 
notwithstanding the vicious and fraudulent separated from the state, the Church shall in 
efforts of the philosophists, and the zealous | her appointments, and otherwise be fastened 
efforts of the protestants, interwoven with the | thereto, there will arise multiplied difficul- 
affections of the French people; and the ties. 
French Catholics are an instructed people:| We shall not follow up these observations 
Europe and America applaud the good con-| at present, to the extent which we propose, 
duct and the intelligence of the insurrection- | but shall notice some efforts that are made to 
ary mobs of Paris, and well they may; for it | try and connect the clergy of France with a 
was a glorious contrast to the fury of the|supposed conspiracy against the liberties of 
mobs of the former revolutions, and the bulk' the people. We have contrary to our usual 
of the late insurgents exhibits, what every | custom, copied largely into our columns to- 
capital must, the least moral part of the na- day, from the political papers of Great Bri- 
tion. From this specimen, we may then | tain. One of our objects was to shew that 
judge of the Catholic people of France. They if any clergy encouraged the efforts of re- 
are not bereft of religion; though they might | storing absolute power to the French mon- 
be temporally led in politics by those who|arch, there is at least as much reason to 
are. 'charge it upon the Protestant clergy of Eng- 
The horrors of those former days, in which | land, as upon the Catholic clergy of Franee. 
the bitter fruits of irreligion and infidelity, The Quarterly Review is emphatically the 
were forced upon the nation, taught the official organ of the Protestant church of 
French people the necessity, the evidences, | England; and our readers will perceive the 
and the blessings of revelation. Before citi- charges made by another portion of the Eng- 
zen Bonaparte rose to be first Consul, France ‘lish press upon the publication and the 
became equivalently Catholic; when the con- | grounds of this charge. We ask whether any 
sul became Emperor, Catholicity was in fact, | similar evidence has been adduced against 
the religion of the empire; the sees were the Catholic clergy of France? It is true that 
therefore speedily filled, the ‘parishes organ-| we have seen much vapid rhapsody against 
ized, the churches opened, the clergy restor- | Jesuits, and priestcraft, and superstition, but 
ed, the youth instructed; the present genera- this rant, in general terms, only proves that 
tion are the pupils of that day; the opportuni-| he who uses it, hates those against whom he 
ties have been during the last fifteen years, declaims. : 
in the course of progressive expansion and | We have seen threats of future discover- 
amelioration. 





The present is an instructed | ies and inuendoes, that Rome and the Priests 
generation. The Catholic people of France, will not be found innocent; but we know well 
therefore, made it necessary tor the persons the sort of gentry who issue proclamations of 
who administer the government to abstain this description. When they have facts dis- 
from assailing their religion; and the same | creditable to the clergy, they are all impa~ 
spirit that produced this effect, will sustain | tence until those facts are trumpetted forth. 
the religion of the nation, though it be not|'Their promises, and threats, and fears, and 
the national religion. | sympathies, and regrefs, are as delusive as 
There are in France, eighty Archbishops | their pretended zeal for the cause of ete re- 
and Bishops, of whom five are Cardinals, |ligion, and perfect morality. But we have 
nearly sixty thousand priests, to each of whom: facts, which we cannot examine to day; they 
we may fairly average two hundred persons, | are curious specimens. ie p 
partaking of the Sacraments, giving a result | Mean-time all is not calm million an 
of about twelve millions of adult, or adoles-|a half of francs appears to have been appro- 
cent persons attached to their religion, and) priated to give employment to the tea who 
having in the performance of its duties, to) would otherwise become very troub aairase 
which they are drawn by no power, save that | their new rulers, that wish very age ¥ 
of an instructed and well regulated con-| now, that they are in power, that t . people 
science. Amongst the people, how many of) should leave them undisturbed in their own 
the most fervent piety, the most ardent zeal, | mode of governing the nation. | re 
the most enlightened convictions, derived, Thus, though the clergy of o~ ~‘ 
from extensive research and deep meditation? afforded no ground for ee e see 
| How many holy beings, whose lives are the}of a party, and that dislike to their religion, 
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which is entertained by the most restless spi- 
rits, will continue to slander this meritorious 
body, and in some places, the consequences 
may be still worse, as the following extract 
shews. 

The following is an extract of a letter of 
the 18th inst. from Rheims '—‘‘ During sever- 
al successive days papers had been posted up 
onthe pedestal ofthe cross of the Mission, giv- 
ing notice, that it would be thrown down and 
destroyed. At length, on the 16th, about 
seven in the evening, a great crowd assem- 
bled at Mount Calvary, and, after raising the 
cross two thirds out of the socket, fastened a 
long rope to it, and hurled it to the ground, 
amidst reiterated acclamations. They then 
separated the figure of Christ from it, which 
they bore in triumph into the town, shouting 
Vive la Charte! a bas la Calotie! They then 
proceeded to the gates of the Archbishop’s 
Tien which they forced. The Mayor, 
however, arrived with the National Guards, 
in time to prevent their penetrating into the 





pursuits, have been among the agents em-| goods, and if a man had but three cows, they 
ployed for this purpose. In the discharge of|took two of them. When the commissioners 
these new and self-assumed duties, some of|had got into their hands two-thirds of the 
them have been singularly industrious. With-|most innocent Catholics’ lands and goods, 
in some districts at least, every house, and |“ then came the excisemen, taxgatherers and 
every family, whatever might be known of|other collectors, and filched away no small 
the condition, religious denomination, or re-| part of the poor third penny that was left 
ligious views of its members, have been call-| them; so that, after these deductions, I have 
ed upon; and ministers of all names, not less | known some estates of 3000. a year, reduced 
than their parishioners, have been made the | to less than-60/.” (1) Again, on July 16th, 
subjects of this zealous inquisition. 1651, and August 4th, 1652, and November 

We have often been compelled to,remark | 18th, new acts of parliament were made, by 
with merited censures upon the measures of | Which they seized upon more than 100 estates 
the Orthodor; but we have seldom known | belonging to the Catholic nobility. Another 
any of a more officious and obtrusive nature | grievance was, that the Catholics had no pow- 
than this. The distinctness, with which it is | er to sell, or mortgage the least part of their 
announced, is the only redeeming feature of| estates, in order to pay their just debts, to de- 
it; and may be sufficient of itself to expose fray their necessary expenses, or to buy food 
it in its proper light. But we regard the for their children. This was a most cruel 
whole plan, in matter and in form, as essen- | injustice, because they could not be employ- 
tially impertinent; as a part of a system, long ed in the kingdom, and if they wished to go 
pursued by the Orthodox, to force themselves | to another country where they might gain a 
and their views upon public attention, and | livelihood for their families, they could not 








imner court, and at length prevailed upon| to gain converts to their cause. Of the na- 
them to retire. \ture and influence of the tracts, to be distrib- 
|uted, no one, who has ever heard of the 
i\** American Tract Society,” can entertain 
the smallest doubt. In general, they are per- 





We copy the following observations from 


plot, 





the Christian Register ; and truly happy should 
we feel, if the Editor and its subscribers en- 
tertained the same Religious Faith with the 
Roman Catholic Church, concerning the fun- 
damental Articles of the Christian Religion. 
May the time come when it will be the case! 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN RECISTER. 


PLANS FOR DISTRIBUTING OR- 
THODOX* TRACTS. 


It will not be new to many of our readers, 
that a systematic plan for the diffusion of Or- 
thodor Tracts, has lately been formed by the 
“Boston Tract Society,” and that within this 
month, several individuals, male and female, | 
have been employed in distributing one of| 
these among the families of this city. The 
following is a copy of a card, which accom- 
panies the tract, from which the intention of| 
the society will appear. | 





ACARD. 
In order to bring the publications of the American 
Tract Society into more general notice among the intel-| 
ligent class of the community, and to afford religious in-| 


} 


struction to those who are destitute of it, the Boston | 


| of this plan, may remember, that among the 


vaded by Calvinistic doctrines, and are in- 
tended to advance Calvinistic views. Even 
in those, which are in some good degree free 
from a sectarian character, as in the tract by 
Dr. Payson, on the value of the bible—the 
only one, as yet distributed,—there are not 
wanting expressions and phrases, which 
Christians of other views can by no means | 
employ. They are not therefore among the | 
works, which they would choose either for | 
themselves, or their children. 

We have neither the limits, nor disposition 
at present, to speak of this measure in the 
terms it merits; nor of the urgency, with’ 
which, in some instances within our hearing, 
it has been pursued. We hope, however, 
that some, especially of the younger agents 





Christian graces, there is a place for humility 
and courtesy, as well as zeal; that Christians 
older and wiser than they, heads of families 
and ministers of churches, have still some 
power left of choosing religious books for 
themselves; and that instead of going from 
house to house, where they are not known, 
or their tracts may not be desired, they should 





sell, or exchange their estates for money to 
pay their passage. Moreover, many plots 
have been hatched by Protestants, and then 
laid upon Catholics; for instance, Mocedo’s- 

Saeaks. Gunpowder-plot, &c. This 
last, the memory of which is still kept up by 
making bonfires, ringing the bells on the 5th 
of November, &c. was a Protestant plot, 
planned by the Protestant minister Cecil, and 
discovered by a Catholic peer, Lord Monta- 
gle. But perhaps you will ask, why should 
a Protestant minister form the gunpowder 
plot? It was because the Protestants at that 
time were afraid that the king was going to 
favour the Catholics. For you must know 
that king James I. was born of Catholic pa- 
rents, was baptized and confirmed in the Ca- 
tholic church; and though he was compelled 
to forsake his religion by the new laws of 
Scotland, he, nevertheless, retained at first a 
great regard for the Catholic faith; and he 
declared in open parliament, that he consider- 
ed the church of Rome as the “ mother 
church.” (2) Even in his writings, he calls 
“the Pope the chief Bishop of all the wes- 
tern churches.” (3) Moreover, the king 
looked upon his Catholic subjects of Eng- 
land, as a loyal body of people, who had been 
long oppressed and most heayily afflicted.— 
He made so secret of his friendly disposition 
towards them; and this it was that gave of- 


Tracr Sociery propose to distribute oue Tract each| Temember the exhortation of the Apostle, | fence to the ministers, and set Cecil to work 
month tu every family in this city who are willing to re- | ‘‘ that they study to be quiet, and mind their | to find out ways to make the king hate his 


ceive it. You are respectfully requested to consider the | 
proposal, and peruse the Tract which accompanies this | 
Card; and on the second call of the Distributor to ex- | 
press your wishes in respect to the Tracts being left in | 
your family, as no Tract will hereafter be left without | 
the consent of the family. | 

In prosecution of this plan, numerous fa- | 
milies have of late been visited; and have| 
been requested, and ia many instances ex-! 
horted, to receive these tracts. Men and) 
women, who were total strangers in the hous- | 
es they entered; young ladies, whose ardor 
in what they deemed a good cause, was evi-| 
dently in advance of their discretion, and) 
who might with superior profit and modesty, 
have been employing themselves at home; | 
and’ gentlemen, of various occupations and| 
| 

* Our Readers will please to bear in mind that the | 
word ‘‘ Orthodox’’ has been, and still is, strangely | 
usurped by a branch of the Calvinistic trumk. See “ Je-| 
suit,” vol. I. passim. 





own business.”’ ‘ | 
| 





A SURE WAY TO FIN D OUT THE | 
TRUE RELIGION. 





(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 79.—No. 10.] 


But, to return to the sufferings of the| 
Catholics in Kngland, in the year 1643 | 
and 1644, the parliament sent out commis-| 
sioners. with orders to seize two-thirds of the | 
real and personal estates of all the Catholics, | 
Withont distinction. The commissioners em- 





break into houses and to force open locks: | 
and they gave to informers who could tell! 
where the Catholics had their property, one | 
shilling in the pound. (1) They even took | 
from poor day-labourers two-thirds of their | 





(1) Butler’s Mem. vol. i. p. 21. | 


Catholic subjects; which he soon accomplish- 
ed by means of the famous gunpowder-plot, of 
‘“‘ which he was either himself the author, or 


‘at least the main conductor.” (4) However, 
«Cecil did not carry on his schemes so se- 
‘eretly, but that some of his own domestics 
got a general notion of them. 


Accordingly 
one of them advised a Catholic friend of his, 
of the name of Buck, to be upon his guard, 
as some great mischief was in forge against 
those of his religion, This was. said two 
months before the disclosure of this gunpew- 


der-plot.” (5) Again, many Protestant  wri- 
|ployed people under them, with power to |ters allow, that Cecil was the principal con- 


triver of the plot. One of them calls it “a 


—) 





(1) Christian ‘Modera. part. i. p. 9, &e. 
(2) ‘Dr. B. Carier’s Missirs. 

(3) Dr.:-Milner’s Let. Preb. 6 Ed. p. 268. 
(4) Politician’s Catech. 

(5) Osborne’s His. Mem. of James I. 
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neat devise of the secretary.” (1) Another 
says, that “‘ Cecil engaged some Papists in 
this desperate plot, in selee to divert the king 
from making any advances towards Popery, 
to which he seemed inclinable, in the minis- 
ter’s opinion.” (2) King James himself used 
to call the 5th of November “ Cecil’s Holi- 
day.” Finally, a third Protestant writer 
says, “that this design was first hammered 
in the forge of Cecil, who intended to have 
produced it in the time of Elizabeth; that, 
by his secret emissaries, he enticed some hot- 
headed men, who, ignorant whence the de- 
sign first came, heartily engaged in it.” (3) 
Thus you see that this famous plot was first 
of all made by a Protestant; and besides, 
those who were deeply engaged in it were 
by no means Catholics. - For, out of the six- 
teen persons who were all that the Protes- 
tants could accuse; only nine at the most 
knew that any gunpowder plot was intended; 
and the greater part of these were rash 
youths, who for a long time had conformed 
to the Protestant religion, and were looked 
upon as apostales and outcasts from the Ca- 
tholic communion. This a Protestant wri- 
ter assures us of, where he says, “ There 
were a few wicked and desperate wretches, 
whom many Protestants termed Papists, al- 
though the priests and true Catholics knew 
them not to be sych; nor can any Protestant 
say that any one of them was such as the law 
terms popish recusants:—and if any of them 
were Catholics, or so died, they were known 
Protestants not long before.” (4) This is a 
short history of this famous plot, contrived 
by Protestants for the ruin of Catholics#— 
What ashame then and mockery it is, that 
every parson on the 5th of November should 
go to church and thank God for his delive- 
rance “ from the secret contrivance and hel- 
lish malice of popish conspirators!” (5)— 
Their effrontery is most astonishing indeed. 
Moreover, we read in history, that so great 
was the Malice of Protestants against their 
Catholic fellow subjects, that ‘they voted, 
that in case of the king’s death by the hands 
of conspirators, they should be accused as 
the perpetrators of the murder.” ‘ Protes- 
tants were to kill the king; and Papists were 
to be hanged for it”! (6) 
Such were the plots, cruelties and perse- 
cutions exercised, with more, or less barbar- 
ity against the Catholics, because they would 
not turn Protestants,—during the reigns of 
Elizabeth, James I. Charles I. Cromwell, 
Charles II. James II. William, Anne, George 
I. George I. and down to the 18th year of 
George III. persecutions which continued 
till about fifty-two years ago; for in 1769, the 
Honourable James Talbot, uncle to the pre- 
sent Earl of Shrewsbury, was tried for his 
life at the Old Bailey, for saying Mass; and 
escaped condemnation only from the want of 
evidence. Other priests were prosecuted, 
and some imprisoned for life. In 1778, the 
first indulgence shewn to Catholics, in his 
late Majesty’s reign, was the repeal of the 
act of the 10th and 12th of William. This 
act of justice towards them, very much diso- 








(1) The Author of the Political Grammar. 
ts ma Stowe and Echard. i 
3) Short View of His. Eng. by Bev. Higgons. 
(4) Prot. Plea for Priests, p. 56, 58, Aun 1621. 
— In last Prayer of 'Thanksg. 5th Noy. Book Com. 
er. 
(6) L’Estrange’s His. p. 156. 





> ee our Protestant brethren, who, on the 
2nd of June, 1780, presented a petition to 
the House of Commons, containing 44,000 
names, begging that the Parliament would 
continue these cruel and bloody laws against 
the Catholics; but as their petition was not 
attended to by the House, they were deter- 
mined to see what they could do by force; 
and then it was, that the famous London riots 
broke out, in which 100,000 Protestants 
marched about the streets with Mo Popery, 
flags flying, set fire to the Catholic chapels, 
demolish their houses, and at night, it is said, 
that the city was seen blazing in thirty-six 
different parts, from one spot. After these 
dreadful riots, which lasted six days, and ma- 
ny other evils that befel the Catholics, his 
late Majesty passed another act in 1791, for 
the relief of his Catholic subjects, and gave 
them all those privileges which they now en- 
joy, and for wich they were and ever will be 

rateful both to their deceased friend and 

overeign. 

Q. And are these the fruits of the Protes- 
tant religion? admirable fruits indeed! 

A. Yes: but this is not all. They spoiled 
the good fruits they found, and they brought 
in many bad ones. For example, wakes 
were formerly festivals of the dedication of 
the parish churches kept by the Catholics in 
devotion and penance. But every one knows 
that these times are now turned into riot, de- 
bauchery, profaneness, drunkenness, and eve- 
ry thing that is bad. Moreover, the festivals 
of Christmas, Easter, Whitsuntide, &c. which 
Catholics are taught to keep holy, have been 
kept up indeed by the Protestants, but in a 
very different manner from what they ought 
to be. They are now nothing but times of 
idleness, cursing, swearing, fighting, drunk- 
enness, &c.; and here let me observe, that 
this detestible vice of drunkenness, has so 
much increased with the Protestant religion, 
that Warner says, “ that in 1688, there were 
more ale-houses in London alone, than in any 
ten Catholic towns in Europe, and probably 
more than served the whcle Kingdom in Ca- 
tholic times.” (1) 

[ro BE CONTINUED.] 





The following is an extract from a New- 
York Periodical, called the Irish Shield.— 
The Editor possesses talents of a superior 
order. His deyotedness to the misruled, 
but enlightened and chivalrous Erin, is well 
known. He wields a strong and spirited 
pen; and in the unflinching spirit of Irish 
Patriotism, unmasks the tyranny of the Po- 
licy, which has but too successively thrown 
a worse than Egyptian veil over the bright 
glories of Ireland’s heroes, statesmen and 
saints. Such a Work, and such a Man, 
ought to be encouraged by the Irish Patriot, 
who sighs for the return of Erin’s unqualified 
Independence; as well as by the virtuous and 
generous American, who naturally feels in- 
dignant at any iniquitous usurpation of power. 


@® ELOQUENCE. 


** No art, or power of the human mind has 
achieved such triumphs over human fortitude, 





(1) A defence of the Doctrine &e. p. 290. 








affection, and resolution, as Eloquence. The 
influence of music operates on the passions, 
with wonderful effect; the divine attributes of 
poetry, have, it is said, drawn down the moon 
from heaven; but still eloquence hag wrought 
more miracles in love and war, than either 
poetry, or music can pretend to. It was 
the eloquence of Leonidas that resisted the 
countless hosts of Xerxes, at the pass of 
Thermopyle;—and it was the stirring elo- 
quence of Pericles, that rebuilt that wonder 
of Grecian architecture, the Parthenon. 

The speaker, who can expregg himself with 
facility, in appropriate language and lofty 
sentiment, can control the passions of the 
most turbulent assembly; he succeeds in si- 
lencing their murmurs—in yivetting their at- 
tention to his theme, and jn dropping the oil 
of insinuating persuasion into their hearts. 
Demosthenes, by his eloquence, triumphed 
over Athenian factions, who were opposed to 
him, and ultimately stimulated his country- 
mento take up arms against the invading 
foe. His oratory saved Athens; that of Cy- 
mon led to the ruin of Troy. Who, with a 
soul throbbing in his bosom, is there, that has 
read, without a mixture of astonishment and 
admiration, the impassioned and’ eloquent 
orations delivered by the renowned Cicero in 
the Roman Senate, which were so impressive 
and forcible, as to cover Anthony with shame, 
so appalling in the thunders of declamation 
and censure, as to strike terrors into the bra- 
zen heart of Cataline, and impel him to fly 
from the city? Read the inspired eloquence 
of St. Paul at Athens, when 

Bn Dark superstition’s fiend 

Convulsive writhed within his mighty grasp, 

And persecution’s dagger, half unsheath’d, 

Back to its scabbard slunk————-——.”’ 
and then wonder at what this mighty attribute 
of intellect can perform. Religion, morality 
and charity, have established their reign over 
the affections of humanity, by the subduing 
potency of eloquence; and by this weapon, 
too, liberty and justice have frequently van- 
quished oppression and tyranny. ‘There ne- 
ver was a revolution produced in the world 
without the intervention of this heaven 'be- 
stowed gift. It, in mo@ern times, crum- 
bled the citadels of despotism in Ameri- 
ca to dust, emancipated Ireland, and sub- 
verted the vile Turkish empire in Greece. 
It has the power of raising and appeasing 
commotions, of cooling the mind with pa- 
tience, or firing it with indignation. ‘Without 
it, the intellectual energies of the most saga- 
cious statesman are hermetically sealed. 
For want of this gift, the famous Addison was 
but a mere automaton in the British senate. 
If he had the powers of a Chatham, a Fox, 
a Burke, a Canning, a Grattan, an O’Con- 
nell, or a Shield, what a lofty eminence of 
oratorial glory his gigantic mind would have 
soared to! 

True eloquence combines its own attributes 
with those of poetry and painting, and when 
thus re-inforced, its power becomes irresisti- 
ble; it then pours out in a torrent of decla- 
mation, an overwhelming force of reason, Sa- 
tire, wit, and sublimity of conception, con- 
veyed in a fluency of energetic language, 
that bears down all before it. ‘ 

How much it is to be regretted, that so di- 
vine and persuasive a power, which should 
be ever subservient to truth and justice, and 
conducive to the happiness and melioration of 
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the human species, has been, and is still of- 
ten prostituted to the purpose of tyranny, hy-. 
pocrisy and wickedness. 

There is no art should, in our opinion, be 
more sedulously cultivated, than that of elo- 
quence. For, in every free state, like this, 
eloquence is the principal medium of govern- 
ment, and the most direct and honorable road 
to fame, popularity, and distinction. It is a 
gift, that all ranks in life ought to endeavor | 
to possess; as even to those who do not wish 
to take an active part in the politics, or juris- | 
prudence of the times, a prompt, fluent, cor- 
rect, unembarrassed, and unaffected use of 
speech, is the most pleasing and ornamental 
of all accomplishments; and ‘ has ever,’ says 
an elegant writer, ‘been esteemed from the 
days of Homer, the most infallible criterion 
that can distinguish a gentleman.’ 








BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


John Angelo Braschi, afterwards Pius VI. 
born of a noble family at Cesena in Italy, ap- 
plied himself from his tenderest years to the 
study of literature and the practice of religion. 
Gifted with an extensive, sublime and pene- 
trating genius, the sciences seemed to court 
and even to anticipate his exertions. His 
accomplishments soon recommended him to 
the greatest men in the capital of the Chris- 
tian world, and immortalized their author. 
Braschi’s transcendant merit procured his 
elevation to the Roman purple, and on the 
decease of Ganganelli, his election to the 
Pontificate in February 1775. In this con- 
Spicuous situation, a pontiff, and a temporal 





prince, he united in his person all the virtues 
that adorn the sanctuary with the wisdom 
that reflects lustre on the throne. To pro-| 
mote the spiritual and temporal happiness of | 
his subjects was the constant object of his | 
care. Under his fostering hand the arts and | 
manufactories raised their drooping heads. | 
Commerce was extended; the sphere of know- | 
ledge enlarged by the establishment of new 
seminaries; coasts infested by pirates, were 
protected; harbors fortified; roads cut through 
marshes and desarts before impassible; new 
asylums opened to helpless indigence, &c.&c. 
But what alone would suffice to illustrate his | 
pontificate, was the draining of the Pontine | 
marshes, formed by the overflowing of two ri- 
vers, and numberless streams running from | 
the Appennines, which covered an extent of | 
land said to. have contained, in ancient times, 
twenty-three noble cities. His firmness and 
wisdom were conspicuous in the most trying 
and delicate circumstances; his pastoral zeal 
induced him, in the decline of life, to under- 
take painful and dangerous journeys into dis- | 
tant countries, over the snow-topped preci- | 
pices of the Alps. Beside these eminent 
qualities, a certain awe and dignity, temper- 
ed with the serenity and sweetness of a most 
fascinating countenance, gained him univer- 
sal esteem and admiration. Such was the 
victim that proud philosophy, after immolat- 
ing kings, queens and princesses, chained to 
its triumphal car, and sprinkled for the sacri- 
fice,—the most dignified of all human victims, 
a high priest and prince, before whose majes- 
tic countenance and silver locks, a victorious 
Alexander would have fallen prostrate, or a 
ferocious Attilla have been softened. His 
answer to general Berthier, on being present- 
ed with a tri-colored cockade, and offered a 











pension, will never be forgotten, and deserves 
to be engraved in characters of gold.—‘I 
acknowledge no uniform,” said the venera- 
ble pontiff, “ but that with which the Church 
has adorned me. My life is at your disposal; 
but my soul is out of your power. I cannot 
be ignorant of the hand whence the scourge 
proceeds, which chastises the sheep, and af- 
flicts the pastor for the crimes of his flock. I 
submit to the divine will. Your pension I 
do not want; a staff and a scrip are sufficient 
for a man who must pass the remainder of his 
days in sackcloth and ashes. Rob, pillage, 
burn as you please; destroy the monuments 
of antiquity, but religion you cannot destroy, 
it will subsist in defiance of your efforts until 
the end of time.”—A short time intervened 
between the captivity and death of his holi- 
hess, which last event occurred on the 29th 
of August 1799, the eighty-second year of 
his age, and twenty-fifth of his pontificate. 








POETRY. 


FROM THE CATHOLICON. 
THE PASTOR’S GRAVE. 


The sun had shot his latest beam, 

And sunk beneath the mountain’s ridge. 
And all was silent save the stream, 

That rippled ’neath the rustic bridge. 








I followed with delighted eye, 
The changing hues of gold and red, 
Which spread along the burnished sky, 
Where Sol had hid his radiant head. 


I little cared to hasten home, 
So brilliant was the close of day; 
And tempted farther yet to roam, 
I Joitered through the church-yard way. 


No fitter place for serious thought, 
The musing mind could surely crave; 
No school where man is better taught, 
Than near the silent grass-grown grave. 


I stood—aud let my pitying eye 
Range widely over every tomb; 
Nor more it told me but to die, 
And soon perchance, would be my doom. 


«Then let me seek,’’ I sorrowing said, 
** While yet I live, some peaceful cell; 

** Where when life’s latest spark is fled, 
‘* My poor remains may safely dwell.’’ 


I saw the pompous tomb that told, 
Where pride and wealth were levelled low: 
And passed the grave, where pale and cold, 
Lay all that Beauty now could show. 


A warrior ’scaped from battle’s field, 
Was only saved to moulder here: 
How useless was the warrior’s shield, 
** When Death had raised his ruthless spear. 
At length when many a sculptured stone, 
Had caught in turn my wandering eye, 
I stopt,—and mused awhile on one; 
I could not pass it heedless by. 
No name, no date was graven there, 
To tell the world who slept below: 
No matter—’twere a needless care, 
To tell what none will fail to know. 
And though a chalice and a cross, * 
Are rudely sculptured there alone; 
They feebly tell the good priest’s loss—~ 
He needs no monumental stone. 





O no! the widow’s tearful eye, 
The orphan object of his care, 

The rich man’s grief, the poor man’s sigh. 
Tell that their pastor slumbers there. 


And when the high-wrought tomb shall fail, 
And moulder all its form away ; 

Shall future ages fondly tell, 
Where rests the good priest’s hallowed clay. 


‘* Near him shall be my last abode;”’ 
I said: ‘‘ and be my death like his; 
‘* Mine be the path his feet have trod, 
‘** The sweetest, surest path to bliss.”’ 


No more I stayed; but homeward tumed, 
For night’s dark veil was dropping fast; 
And wished that when I lay inurned, 
My bones might slumber here at last. 
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And for sale at P. Mooney’s Catholic Book-store, 
Federal street, Boston; also, at Patrick Denvir’s Book- 
store, Main-Street, Charlestown, a number of useful 
and interesting little works, among which are the follow- 
ing, which may be had on the most favorable terms: 


1, WintTER EveENING DIALoGuEs between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or thoughts on the 
Rule of Faith, in a series of letters,—18 mo. 

2. LeTTERS ON THE SPANISH INQUISITION. 
Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Compte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, 8S. E. 
C.—12 mo. 

3. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans- 
lated from the French.—24 mo. 

4. Tue Youru’s Direcror; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 





| tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 

| traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. 

5. InvinciBLe Reasons, which should forever 

| attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 

gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 


6. A Beautirunt Pocket Epirion oF THE 
New TrestTaMeEnr, which will be sold very low. 

3} Distant Book-sellers, and others who may be 
disposed to take a number of the above works, will be 
allowed a reasonable discount. 
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